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" Here lies Tuan Nacem, ambassador, and uncle of the
great King of Malacca, who died before he was avenged of
the captain Albuquerque, lion of sea robbers!"

Sultan Mohamed himself had died ere this, and his son
Aloadin assumed the barren title of King of Malacca.

The soi-disant King Aloadin would not have been a
problem if it had not been for Utimuta Raja. The bearer
of this euphonious name and title was a Javanese of immense
influence and even vaster wealth. He was Bendara, or chief,
of all the Moslems residing in Malacca. Utimuta Raja was
eighty years old. He had lived at Malacca for half a century,
during which time his property and household had increased
at such a rate as to occupy a suburb to themselves. He and
his descendants had amongst them several thousand slaves.
Over this tribe Utimuta Raja presided like a patriarch, and
in Malacca his power and authority were second only to
those of the King. Sultan Mohamed himself had always
been a little afraid of Utimuta Raja and his clan.

When the Portuguese fleet first appeared, Utimuta Raja
decided to act with circumspection. A little diplomacy, a
little care, and it seemed to him that he would come out on
top whatever happened. For a while he waited to find out
what the Portuguese in general, and Albuquerque in par-
ticular, would do, but after the first victorious onslaught on
the town he resolved to play for safety without delay. He
sent a gift of sandalwood to Albuquerque, at the same time
expressing a warm desire to be his friend and serve the King
of Portugal. In view of this, he begged the Governor to
spare his quarter of the town and all his tribe. Far be it
from Utimuta Raja to help Sultan Mohamed; he was an
old man who only wished for peace in his declining years.

Albuquerque was not quite convinced, but he accepted
the proffered friendship. One enemy the less was always
something to the good.

But this was before the final conquest of Malacca, and
the canny Utimuta Raja was taking no risks. He sent men
to help Sultan Mohamed to erect barricades, and thus felt